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	NAME:                  MODEL
	CLASS: 
	PERIOD: 
	Other Side's Overall Position: Mexico has the comparatively strongest national government of the nation's under study.  
	Other Side's Argumentative Claim 2: 
Mexico has one of the world's stronger economies.  
	Other Side's Argumentative Claim 1: The Mexican national government is reasonably solid in protecting individual liberties and is very strong in protecting economic liberties.  
	Counter-Argument 1 -- Argument 1: Governmental and judicial corruption throughout Mexico means that individual freedoms, economic freedoms, and perhaps most of all freedom of the press cannot be guaranteed and are often trampled upon.  
	Counter-Argument 1 -- Argument 2: Though the Mexican economy overall may have gotten larger, the wealth gap in Mexico is huge and most of the economy is controlled by the richest 10% of the population.  
	Counter-Argument 1 -- Arg 2 -- E & R: According to the World Economic Forum report of 2015, the top 10% in Mexico control 36% of the country's wealth, making it the 2nd highest rich-poor gap nation in the OECD. This huge gap prevents the majority of citizens from benefiting from the country's prosperity, which means the govt. isn't succeeding.  
	Counter-Argument 1 -- Arg 1 -- E & R: Lawrence Weiner writing in 'The Atlantic' (4/23/13) reports that the major political parties and institutions in Mexico are pervasively influenced by graft.  As a result, no one can rely on the courts to protect their rights; trials are won by the highest bidder. The media is especially at risk.  
	Counter-Argument 2 -- Argument 1: Drug crime is so pervasive in Mexico that people have to fear for their lives in many of Mexico's major cities, and freedom of movement and of property are always at risk or under threat.  
	Counter-Argument 2 -- Argument 2: Given Mexico's wealth of natural resources, especially oil, and its close proximity to the economic powerhouses of North America, the economic data that the other side presents is not very impressive.  
	Counter-Argument 2 -- Arg 1 -- E & R: Freedom House (2014): "Criminals have impeded freedom of movement by blocking major roads in several states in recent years, and ordinary citizens avoid roads in many rural areas after dark." With so much fear of simply traveling and going out at night, Mexicans can't be said to live freely.  
	Counter-Argument 2 -- Arg 2 -- E & R: A 3.5% growth rate is well below that of Asian economic superpowers like China and South Korea.  Also, their source that discusses 3% inflation states that it was that low for only one year, and that it had been higher than that previously. And underemployment is very high, according to that same source.  


