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Argumentative Writing
Paragraph Templates

What follows are two argumentative writing paragraph templates.  To focus intensively on the structure and conceptualization of students’ argumentative writing, try having students complete a single paragraph using the first template.  Another use of these templates has students completing two paragraphs using the templates, and a third paragraph which they write on their own, perhaps drawing from the A.C.E. argument and transition templates.   

First Argumentative Paragraph

One important reason that [insert overall position] ______________________________________

_______________________________________ is that [insert argumentative claim] ___________

______________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________.  According to [insert citation: author, source, 

year] _________________________________________________________________________, 

[insert evidence as quotation or paraphrase] ___________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________.  

What [insert author] _________________________________ is saying here is [insert reasoning, 

which explains how the evidence proves the claim] ______________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________.  

Now, some might argue that [insert counter-argument] ___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________.  

But the argument that [insert argumentative claim] ______________________________________

__________________________________________________________ is still true.  The key

point is [insert refutation of counter-argument] _________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________.     


Second Argumentative Paragraph

Another key reason that [insert overall position] ______________________________________

_______________________________________ is that [insert 2nd argumentative claim] ________

______________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________.  As [insert citation: author, source, year] has 

made clear,  [insert evidence as quotation or paraphrase] __________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________.  

[Insert author]’s point is that [insert reasoning, which explains how the evidence proves the claim] 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________.  

Of course, it is possible to disagree with the view that [insert the argumentative claim] ___________ 

____________________________________________________________________ and instead 

argue that [insert counter-argument] _________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________.  

However, the weight of the evidence is on the other side.  What must be remembered is that [insert

refutation of counter-argument] ____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________.  

This is fundamentally why [insert argumentative claim] ___________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________.   
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