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“Dream Deferred” Character Analysis
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What happens to a dream deferred?

Does it dry up
like a raisin in the sun?
Or fester like a sore--
And then run?
Does it stink like rotten meat?
Or crust and sugar over--
like a syrupy sweet?

Maybe it just sags
like a heavy load.

Or does it explode?









-- Langston Hughes (1951)

Based on Act 1, imagine that various characters from A Raisin in the Sun are asked to create their own simile to describe their own dream deferred. 
Provide evidence from the play, & your own reasoning, to explicate your response.
((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Walter has dreams about ____________________________________________.  He would say a dream deferred is like [insert simile] ________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
Evidence: 

	Quotation (include page #):




Reasoning (show how your evidence justifies your simile choice): In this passage, ____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Mama has dreams about ____________________________________________.  She would say a dream deferred is like [insert simile] ________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Evidence: 

	Quotation (include page #):




Reasoning (show how your evidence justifies your simile choice): This portion of the play reveals something important about Mama.  She is __________________ ___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Beneatha has dreams about ____________________________________________.  She would say a dream deferred is like [insert simile] ________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Evidence: 

	Quotation (include page #):




Reasoning (show how your evidence justifies your simile choice): These lines suggest ____________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________because ____________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
___________________ has dreams about _________________________________. He would say a dream deferred is like [insert simile] ________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Evidence: 

	Quotation (include page #):




Reasoning (show how your evidence justifies your simile choice): It is clear in this section of the play that _____________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________which shows that  ____________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Simile Bank

A dream deferred is like being Steph Curry but never taking a shot because you are afraid you’ll make your teammates feel bad.  

A dream deferred is like having a leg amputated and learning to walk on a prosthetic limb.  

A dream deferred is like being addicted to drugs or alcohol.  

A dream deferred is like having a lot of plastic surgery.  

A dream deferred is like living alone on an island, desperate to communicate with someone who knows your language.  
A dream deferred is like the aging, wrinkling, and withering of a beautiful girl’s face.  

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Selected Passages

(1)
“Ruth is about thirty.  We can see that she was a pretty girl, even exceptionally so, but now it is apparent that life has been little that she expected, and disappointment has already begun to hang in her face. In a few years, before thirty-five even, she will be known among her people as a ‘settled woman’” (I.i).  

(2)
“WALTER.  But you wouldn’t do nothing to help, would you? You couldn’t be on my side that long for nothing, could you? 


“RUTH.  Walter, please leave me alone.


“WALTER. A man needs for a woman to back him up . . . . That’s it. There you are. Man say to his woman: I got me a dream. His woman say: eat your eggs. . . . That is just what is wrong with the colored woman in this world . . . Don’t understand about building their men up and making ‘em feel like they somebody. Like they can do something” (I.i).  

(3)
“WALTER. It ain’t that that nobody expects you to get on your knees and say thank you, Brother; thank you, Ruth; thank you, Mama – and thank you, Travis, for wearing the same pair of shoes for two semesters –

“BENEATHA (Dropping to her knees). Well – I do – all right? – thank everybody! And forgive me for ever wanting to be anything at all! (PUsuing him on her knees across the floor) FORGIVE ME, FORGIVE ME, FORGIVE ME!”

(4)
“MAMA. Hadn’t been marred but two weeks and wasn’t planning on living here no more than a year. (She shakes her head at the dissolved dream) We was going to set away, little by little, don’t you know, and buy a little place out in Morgan Park. We had even picked out the house. (Chucking a little) . . . . But Lord, child, you should know all the dreams I had ‘bout buying that house and fixing it up and making me a little garden in the back – (She waits and stops smiling) And didn’t none of it happen. (Dropping her hands in a futile gesture)


“RUTH (Keeps her head down, ironing). Yes, life can be a barrel of disappointments, sometimes” (I.i).
(5)
“BENEATHA (Quickly). But it’s so hard to manage when it’s, well – raw.


“ASAGAI. And so to accommodate that – you mutilate it every week?


“BENEATHA. It’s not mutilation!


“ASAGAI. . . . You came up to me and you said – and I thought you were the most serious little thing I had ever seen – you said: (He imitates her) ‘Mr. Asagai – I want very much to talk with you. About Africa. You see, Mr. Asagai, I am looking for my identity!’” (I.ii).  

(6)
“WALTER. Ain’t nothing the matter with me!

“MAMA. Yes there is. Something eating you up like a crazy man. Something more than me not giving you this money. The past few years I been watching it happen to you. You get all nervous acting and kind of wild in the eyes (Walter jumps up impatiently at her words) . . . . It’s dangerous son.


“WALTER. What’s dangerous?


“MAMA. When a man goes outside his home to look for peace” (I.ii).  
