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Use of Atomic Bombs in World War II
Primary Documents
 
 The debatable issue for this project is:

Was the United States justified in using atomic bombs against Japan in World War II?  

These primary documents should be used as evidence to support arguments you build and make in this project.  
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The U.S. Was Justified in Using Atomic Bombs

Secretary of War Henry Stimson, Memoirs, 1947
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British Prime Minister Winston Churchill, Interview [re his learning that the U.S. completed the atomic bomb in July, 1945] with the British Broadcasting Corporation, 1953
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President Harry S. Truman, Radio Address, August 10, 1945
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The U.S. Was Not Justified in Using Atomic Bombs

General H.S. Arnold, Commander of the Air Force in World War II, Memoirs, 1949
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Leo Szilard, nuclear physicist, recollecting a 1945 meeting between U.S. military leader James Byrnes and 
	nuclear physicists working on the bomb
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Notes from a meeting of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, June 20, 1945
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( I realize the tragic significance of the atomic bomb. lIts production and its use were not lightly

| undertaken by this Government. But we knew that our enemies were on the search for it. We know now

; how close they were to finding it. And we know the disaster which would come to this nation, and to all
| peaceful nations, to all civilizations, if they had found it first, that is why we felt compelled to undertake
| the long and uncertain and costly labor of discovery and production.

{ We won the race of discovery against the Germans. Having found the bomb. we have used it. We
| have used it against those who attacked us without warning at Pearl Harbor, against those who have

| starved and beaten and executed American prisoners of war, against those who have abandoned the

| pretense of obeying international laws of warfare. We have used it in order to shorten the agony of war, in

order to save the lives of thousands and thousands of young Americans. We shall continue to use it until
| we completely destroy Japan's power to make war. Only a Japanese surrender will stop us.
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The surrender of Japan was not entirely the result of the two atomic bombs. We had hit some 60
Japanese cities with our regular H. E. (High Explosive) and incendiary bombs and, as a result of our raids,
about 241,000 people had been killed, 313,000 wounded. and about 2,333,000 homes destroyed. Our B-
29's had destroyed most of the Japanese industries and with the laying of mines, which prevented the
arrival of incoming cargoes of critical items, had made it impossible for Japan to carry on a large scale

war. Accordingly. it always appeared to us that, atomic bomb or no atomic bomb, the Japanese were
already on the verge of collapse,
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The question of whether the bomb should be used in the war against Japan came up for

discussion. Mr. Byrnes did not argue that it was necessary to use the bomb against the cities of Japan in

| order to win the war, He knew at that time. as the rest of the Government knevw, that Japan was essentially
| defeated and that we could win the war in another six months.
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General MacArthur and Admiral Nimitz are in agreement with the Chiefs of Staff in selecting
\o\ ember 1, 1945 as target date to go into Kyushu (part of Japan) because...a) we can be ready by
IhL date. b) our air action will have smashed practically every target worth hitting in Japan as well as
| destroying huge areas in Japanese cities. ¢) The Japanese navy will still exist but be completely
i powerless. d) Our sea action and air power will have cut Jap reinforcement capabilities to
' insignificant proportions....
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The principal political. social, and military objective of the United States in the summer of 1945
was the prompt and complete surrender of Japan. Only the complete destruction of her military power
could open the way to a lasting peace. ..

In the middle of July, 1945, the intelligence section of the War Department General Staff
estimated Japanese military strength as follows: in the home islands, slightly under 2,000.000; in Korea,
Manchuria, China proper. and Formosa, slightly over 2.000.000: in French Indo-China, Thailand,
and Burma, over 200,000: in the East Indies area, including the Philippines, over 500,000: in the
bypassed Pacific islands, over 100.000. The total strength of the Japanese Army was estimated at
about 5,000,000 men. These estimates later proved to be in very close agreement with official Japanese

figures. . . .

As we understood it in July, there was a very strong possibility that the Japanese government
might determine upon resistance to the end, in all the areas of the Far East under its control. In such an
event the Allies would be faced with the enormous task of destroying an armed force of five million
men and five thousand suicide aircraft, belonging to a race which has already amply demonstrated
its ability to fight literally to the death... I was informed that such operations might
be expected to cost over a million casualties, to American forces alone.
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On July 17 world-shaking news had arrived. . . .The atomic bomb is a reality. . . . Here then was a
| speedy end to the Second World War, we had shaped our ideas towards an assault upon the homeland of
| Japan by terrific air bombing and invasion of very large armies...Now all this nightmare picture had
| vanished. In its place was the vision-fair and bright indeed it seemed-of the end of the whole war in one or

| in two violent [bombs]
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