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Evidence

Chicago is
considered “the
birthplace of the
blues” (with Chess
Records, Muddy
Waters, B.B. King
and others). It also
has the Chicago
Symphony
Orchestra, “one
of the world's
finest classical
orchestras, with
perhaps the
world's top brass
section” (Penguin
Encyclopedia of
American Music,
2013).

The Toulmin Model of An Argument

Qualifier

Reasoning

Viewed broadly,

Adapted by Argument-Centered Education for use by K-12 teachers.

Argumentative Claim

Blues and classical
music are
representative of the
range of music in
America - from roofs to
highly trained.

Emphasized Reasoning

Chicago has an
extremely rich musical
culture.

Overall position: Chicago is the Capitol of the Midwest.

The range of music is a
crucial part of the
production and
development of culture
(artistic and popular),
which is one important
way that cities are
defined and measured.

Rebuttal

Unless one discounts
both history and
“serious” music.




